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 Disaster Preparedness in 
American University Library 
How to Prepare and 
React 
Disasters! 
 
ASEAN Workshop 
November 28-30, 2011 
Before we start 
Tell me who you are.  librarians, archivists, 
museum employees, conservators, others?  
 Are you responsible for preservation, 
conservation, and disaster preparedness? 
Did your institutions experience disasters? what 
kinds? 
What is your concerns on disaster 
prevention/preparedness? Luck of money, 
knowledge, techniques, awareness, 
corroboration, others? 
What you want to take from this session?    
Discussion topics 
 Problems of disaster preparedness at 
the University of Kentucky Libraries 
 Key steps of preparedness 
Know the risk 
Know how to stop damage 
Know what and how to save  
 Practice 
 Exchange your ideas 
 
 
Disasters at the University of 
Kentucky (UK), America 
The Main Building ,the oldest historic building on 
campus(1882), was extensively damaged during 
renovation 2001  
University of Kentucky Libraries 
Main Library : 
W.T.Young Library  
Disaster at the UK Libraries 
 Bro 
Broken water pipe at Law 
Library, December 2006 
Found immediately! 
Only 30 books had water damage 
 
Disaster at the UK Libraries 
 
Water leak from sprinkler at 
Fine Arts Library Library 
See the next slide for details. 
Success! Report from the Fine 
Arts Library staff 
 There was one steady drip going onto range 10 of our compact 
shelving.  A student who was shelving discovered the leak, 
probably within an hour of it starting.   
 
 [We] cut plastic out of our disaster supply kit and draped it over 
the top of the shelf, while we called the building operator to get 
the dripping stopped.   
 
 For the wet books, we got paper towels out of the disaster 
supply kit and put them between as many wet pages as we could.  
We set up in a room with two fans going and the books fanned 
out on a table.  There were about 20 books to dry.   
 
 Only one [book] was deemed unsalvageable because it was a 
paperback with sticky pages and it dried very misshapen.   
 
  
 
Key steps of preparedness 
Know the risk 
Know who to call 
Know how to stop damage 
Know what and how to save 
Practice! 
 
 
Carried by Disaster preparedness Committee 
Know the risk 
Survey the risk. 
Disaster history, building, 
maintenance, collection care, and 
disaster preparedness  
Talk with collections’ custodian, 
facility staff, and fire fighters 
Draw the problems on the floor plan 
   
Know who to call 
Create Emergency Response 
Telephone Tree 
Notify the necessary personnel  
of the emergency 
 
See 2.1 Emergency Response Telephone Tree (page 4) 
 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE TELEPHONE TREE   
Contact Step 1 when needed.  Contact at least one person in 
Step 2, 3, and 4. 
 
Professional Disaster Assistance in Kentucky 
KDLA (Kentucky Department for 
Libraries and Archives) Disaster 
Assistance    
UK Libraries, Preservation Department 
NEDCC (Northeast Document 
Conservation Center) Disaster 
Assistance      
  
 978-470-1010 24hrs a day 
http://www.nedcc.org/disaster/disaster.php  
 
 
Know how to stop damage 
Write initial response 
instruction (see the handout)  
  Halt damage 
  Establish security 
  Stabilize environment 
 
 
See the hand-out 
Know what to save 
Create Salvage Priority List 
List important items or 
groups of items  
Describe and draw their 
shelving locations 
 
 
See the hand-out 
Know what to save 
2003 Flood at  
University of  Hawaii at Manoa 
Photos, Honolulu Star-Bulletin 
http://www2.hawaii.edu/~smurata/flood/ 
Know how to save 
 
 
UK Law Library 
Salvage methods:  Air Drying 
 
Salvage methods 
 
 
 
Salvage methods:  offsite freezing 
 
Salvage methods 
          Air dry, Vacuum freeze-dry  
 
  
Photos, Kathy Ludwig, NARA 
Vacuum 
freeze-dry 
Air dry 
Know how to save 
For large scale disaster:  recovery service vendor, 
such as Munters.  A representative from Munters 
gave the UK Libraries’ employees a lecture.     
 
Know how to save 
In-house disaster supplies 
Stock supplies (pre-cut plastic 
sheet, paper towel, fan) 
Make sure everybody knows 
the location and access to the 
room key 
Share resources in the region  
 
Supplies 
Inland Empire Libraries Disaster 
Response Network (IELDRN) 
The IELDRN is a cooperative network of 
public and academic libraries in San 
Bernardino, Riverside, and Eastern Los 
Angeles Counties which work together to 
prepare for and recover from disasters. 
The Network has two cargo containers 
of emergency supplies in its region and 
a Mutual Aid Agreement. 
Supply and recovery service 
vendors 
 
Munters 
http://www.munters.us/en/us/ 
 
Belfort 
 
The U.S. National Archives & Records Administration 
Selected Vendors that Provide Recovery and Salvage Services for Records 
 
http://www.archives.gov/preservation/disaster-response/vendors.html 
 
SOLINET Preservation technical leaflet, Disaster 
Recovery Services & Supplies 
http://www.solinet.net/preservation/DisRec_vendors.cfm 
  
 
The Disaster Plan 
 For an electronic copy of The Plan, follow this 
really-simple-to-remember URL to SharePoint 
 
 https://libstaffsrv.uky.edu/Committees/Disaster/Shar
ed%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=
%2fCommittees%2fDisaster%2fShared%20Documents
%2fUK%20Libraries%20Disaster%20Plan%20Jan%2e
17%2e07&FolderCTID=&View=%7b56EBDE02%2d
0B9F%2d4537%2d8606%2d1987CAF7132D%7d 
 
         (Best of luck!)  
Training – informative and 
entertaining! 
Workshops, Training 
Workshops, Training 
Training: working with fire 
department 
extinguisher 
Key words for preparedness    
Prevention is the best strategy  
Disaster brings an opportunity 
Maximize the momentum 
Opportunity needs creativity   
Creativity needs cooperation 
  
 
 
 Prevention is the best strategy 
 Identifying, documenting, and evaluating 
the collections  
Basic housekeeping and collection care 
 Preservation and disaster preparedness is 
for everybody.  Promote and educate all 
levels of institutions, their employees, and 
the public  
 Build relationships before disaster strikes 
 
 
Cooperation for disaster 
preparedness  
State-wide cooperation: 
 California 
http://www.calpreservation.org/disasters/index.html 
Texas 
http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/librarians/index.html 
South Carolina 
Has SCLA roundtable…working on a statewide 
system. 
Where should we start? 
What problems you face to prepare 
disaster? 
 What ideas you have to solve the 
problems? 
What success stories to share? 
Thank you 
 
Kazuko Hioki 
kazuko@uky.edu 
University of Kentucky Libraries 
 
